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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EIND, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC AIRCRAFT— BRITISH VIEW 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 8653 

REFTEL DISCUSSED A DRAFT EC COMMISSION PAPER WHICH PROPOSED AN 
AMBITIOUS EC AIRCRAFT POLICY WITH COMMON EC DECISION MAKING 
AND MANAGEMENT. WE QUESTIONED A BRITISH PERMREP CONTACT ABOUT 
LIKELY BRITISH REACTION TO THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL. REFLECTING 
INFORMATION HE HAD FROM LONDON, OUR CONTACT SAID THAT ALTHOUGH 
THE BRITISH DO NOT AGREE WITH MUCH OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS, THEY ARE NOT AT ALL DISPLEASED WITH 
THE FACT THAT THE COMMISSION IS PUTTING NEW IDEAS REGARDING 
CIVIL AND MILITARY AIRCRAFT BEFORE THE EC COUNCIL. THE BRITISH 
BELIEVE THE QUESTION OF THE NEXT-GENERATION CIVIL TRANSPORT 
ARICRAFT OUGHT TO BE DISCUSSED IN A EUROPEAN CONTEXT IN 
ADDITION TO QUADRIPARTITE TALKS EXPECTED BETWEEN FRANCE, THE 
UK, THE NETHERLANDS AND GERMANY. LONDON ALSO SEES AN INTEREST 
IN DISCUSSING MILITARY PROCUREMENT IN A EUROPEAN CONTEXT, 

NOT BECAUSE A EUROPEAN ARMS PROCUREMENT AGENCY 
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IS A REALISTIC IDEA IN THE SHORT TERM, BUT RATHER BECAUSE 
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IT MAY OFFER A WAY FOR FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN DEFENSE 
PROCUREMENT DISCUSSIONS. 

GREENWALD 
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